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Dear Friends,  
 
In my youth there was a popular tune for a while - it began with 
the “O Lord it’s hard to be humble when you’re perfect in every 
way.” I can remember my mother at times serenading my father 
in the hope of knocking him off of his self-constructed pedestal. 
I suspect in a whole variety of scenarios the song was used to 
remind people that perfection is an elusive quality. They are the 
sort of words that those in power could be invited to listen to in 
the hope that they might sense their own limitations and be 
more mindful of the ordinary. 
 
You will be reading this during the Christian season of Easter 
when we celebrate the good news of the resurrection - which 
takes us back to a question of being perfect. One of the  
towering phrases that surfaces during the journey through the 
Lent is the depiction of Jesus that says that he was as tempted 
as we are, yet without sin. This is a fundamentally important 
concept in the teaching of the Church. 
 
The idea runs something like this: none of us are perfect. We 
could all easily ask our nearest and dearest to prove this  
because however hard we might try, each of us at times gets it 
wrong, makes a mess or causes pain.  
 
There are so many ways in which we can reveal that we are not 
exactly who or what we know we should be. We could say that 
imperfection is part of being human. Long ago when God  
delivered the Law to the Hebrew people through Moses, he  
provided them with a picture of what perfection was. They then 
chose either to disregard it or became so obsessed with the  
detail that they created a huge burden for themselves as they 
wrestled with what it meant to “live by the law”.   
 
Ultimately, the Jewish party of the Pharisees in the New  
Testament are pictured as being pompous, self-righteous and 
with a seemingly insatiable appetite to point out the faults of 
those around them, along with a  complete failure to see how far 



3 

 

removed they were from the holiness that they thought they 
were promoting. 
 
The New Testament story depicts Jesus coming on the scene 
and  offering an alternative view of God with a sense of what it 
was to be holy. His intentions were pure and the Gospel  
account delivers a picture of a man without blemish whose  
perfection was not seen in arrogance but in humility. It was this 
Jesus who tried to reconcile humanity with God by offering  
himself as the perfect sacrifice. In contrast, the laws followed by 
the Jews had dictated that all the animals offered in the temple 
for sacrifice were meant to be without blemish otherwise they 
would not be pleasing to God. 
 
Easter is all about the Perfect One being put to death for no 
good reason, without sin, so that he could take up our burdens 
on the Cross, pay the price for our imperfections and through 
the victory of love on Easter morning invite the faithful, assured 
of love, to live eternally - because nothing can separate us from 
the love of God seen in Christ Jesus.  
 
The good news that the Church proclaims in spite of all its  
imperfections is the hope of eternal life, sharing in the glory of 
God free from the stain of our folly, to become a people of  
intention, a people living for Christ knowing we will slip up.   
 
But this sacrificial love reminds us that by faith in him we have 
become righteous not be because we deserve it, but because of 
the outpouring of his gracious love. This is the victory of which 
Easter is our great celebration. 
 
My hope is that something of the reality of this love will touch 
you and yours in the midst of this holy season. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Richard 
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Deadline for May Magazine 

End of Wednesday April 15th  

TUESDAY CLUB WEEDON 
 

Tuesday April 14th  
at 8 pm  

 in Weedon Old Schoolroom   

              “66 MEN OF GRANDPOINT 1914-18" 

                         Mrs Liz Woolley will give this inspiring talk.       
                                    
                                

We look forward to seeing you. 

Please contact Judy Nagele on 01296 641278   

for more details. 
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PANTO TIME IN HARDWICK 
The last Sunday in February and time for Farmer Bob Productions to be back in  

Hardwick, with their latest offering: SNOW WHITER THAN WHITE. It dazzled in 

two packed performances, raising an incredible £1230 towards village hall funds. 
 

More importantly, a great time was had by all including the cast who, this year, with 

some new additions, were better than ever. They had many costume changes and role 

switches to deal with and not to mention considerable heckling from two six year old 

girls on the front row at the evening performance. Jackie as the Fairy started the show 

and did a good job in keeping the story flowing and there were some great scenes with 

Rose, the Wicked Queen and Jo the Mirror! On the Ground, Rose played for  

maximum boos, got there and kept it going all the way through the show. Being an 

actor of the Method school, Jo had no problem with being a mirror and also later as 

Dopey. Ant made a dashing Huntsman with his bow and green tights before switching 

to Doc, and Deb injected her own brand of humour into Cookie and Sneezy. James 

played his usual dim but naughty in both King James and Happy. When Snow White 

first appeared at the dwarfs’ cottage he was first in with the innuendo when sleeping 

arrangements were mentioned. Speaking of Snow White, Carly was spot on in the role 

and carried it off with just the right amount of naivety and charm. First timers Steve 

and Jasmine fitted in perfectly as Sleepy and Bashful.  

 

Finally that just leaves Bob, the Bob in Farmer Bob who writes, produces, directs, and 

choreographs, as well as appearing as Vera and Grumpy. As usual he had most of the 

jokes, many of the old variety, but then they are the best. He did though leave 

‘someday my prints will come’ to Jo, a joke I never thought I would live long enough 

to hear again. 

 

Bob and his team do a brilliant job, Sue Hoskinson’s costumes were, as is now  

expected, top drawer, and there was  Paul in the background twiddling the knobs to 

make sure the sound was spot on. As Bob said in his wind up, they are not AmDram 

folk but simply a group of people out to have a good time. Nowhere else would you 

see seven non-vertically challenged dwarfs, giving up their picks and shovels for lap 

tops to go off to work to mine cryptocurrency. But that is the point of this panto, it is a 

bit of fun, part of the Hardwick scene and community and it was great to see so many 

folks, youngsters and some not so young enjoying themselves…..and not a mobile 

phone in sight.  

 

Long May it continue. 
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Wild Weedon 

 
The Weedon Wildlife Group 
aims to protect and promote 
wildlife in and around Weedon 
and Hardwick 

 
 

Spring is here so it is time to make a real difference and help 
wildlife in every way possible. I know even the reluctant  
gardeners will be thinking it’s time to do some tidying up, and 
while I can exhort you all to let areas go wild I know there’s a 
balance to be struck. Wildlife friendly gardening is the key, 
and our Wild Weedon website has some cracking ideas that 
you might like to consider: https://mjsent65.wixsite.com/
wildweedon/inspiration 
  
Once you’ve got your patch sorted then why not enter our 
Nature-Friendly Garden Challenge, and see if you qualify for 
a Platinum, Gold, Silver or Bronze award. Details can be 
downloaded from the Wild Weedon website - just click on 
Goings On, and then Wildlife Friendly Garden Challenge. 
The last couple of years have been really poor for butterflies 
and other insects so let’s hope they do better this year in all 
our extra friendly garden spaces.   
 
Elsewhere in the fields the hares will be boxing, the deer 
grazing, and badgers and hedgehogs will be out and about 
again. Wild flowers will be blossoming and tawny owls will 
have chicks to tend to and barn owls may well be sitting on 
eggs. Early nesting birds will be active to and the swallows 
will make an appearance any day now.  
 
Do post photos to our facebook site or put sightings on the 
Wild Weedon website: www.wildweedon.com  so we can 
track the progress of spring.   
 
Have a Wild Easter everyone. 
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Louise Davis Catering 
 

QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD      

FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
 

Tel:  07979 578055 
E: louise.d.1@hotmail.co.uk 
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Jeremy Holden 

Carpet Services 

 

 All types of carpet and vinyl flooring 
 supplied and fitted  

Excellent quality carpet supplied 
Fitting only service  

Dry Carpet Cleaning  
Very competitive prices  

Adaptations, Repairs and Alterations 
 

30 years’ experience 
 

Our dry-cleaning system leaves carpets  
clean, dry and fresh instantly 

No job too small 
advice and quotes freely given 

 

Why pay shop prices? 

 

Tel:  01296 711 879   Mobile: 07721 421 608 
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After a really cold start, 2026 then warmed up for a while but 
seems to be back to what we might expect for the time of year.   
 
Technically February is the last month of winter but may show 
enough signs of spring to get us all excited. The daffodils will be 
growing and primroses and crocuses may well be in flower.  
Catkins will be out and the Blackthorn will soon be blooming but 
it all depends on the weather.   
 
Nature (without the benefit of the Met Office’s long-term  
forecast) has to adjust every bit as much as we do and for some 
birds timing is crucial for nesting opportunities. They need to be 
confident that the food supply will be there for the young. Early 
nesters will be active during the month and you may have seen 
signs of Woodpigeons, Moorhens, Herons and Tawny Owls 
making plans for the next brood.  The long cold spell in January 
brought many more birds to my feeders than usual and If you 
too have been helping our feathered friends I hope you added a 
count to the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch – a really good piece 
of Citizen Science at work.  
 
Regardless of the weather the Badgers will be tucked-up in their 
dens and giving birth about now and if you’re lucky Hares can 
be seen boxing in the fields. In a warm(er) spell Squirrels will stir 
themselves too. Lots to look out for (and record on our Wild 
Weedon website) as we head towards Spring. In the meantime 
stay warm folks.  
 
If you’ve any ideas for Wild Weedon projects in the coming year 
just contact us at contact@wildweedon.org.uk . 
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